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a Constitutional right, Congress cannot take it from the
Executive; if it is not an Executive right, the acts of our
Presidents have been illegal from the foundation of the
government.

August 22, Wednesday. General Marston of New Hamp-
shire, who has been in West Virginia since the adjournment
of Congress, called to see and converse with me on public
affairs. The General has voted mostly with the Radicals,
yet I think with some doubts and misgivings at times.

I expressed my regret that he had not continued
straight on with us in sustaining the Union cause. He inter-
rupted me to know whether I supposed he was a disunion-
ist. I replied that I had supposed he was a firm Union man,
but that during the session he had fellowshiped with the
present disunionists. That the Secessionists had been
conquered and had given up their Secession notions, but
another class, the exclusionists with disunion theories, had
appeared, to whom I was as much opposed as to the Seces-
sionists. The General was vexed jand disturbed, and I
was not sorry to see it. He said he had fought four years
for the Union and supposed no one could doubt where he
stood. I admitted that during the War we were together in
the Union cause, and I regretted that he should lend him-
self now to those who persisted in excluding ten States
from their Constitutional rights.

The convention will, I hope, lead the General, who is
a well-intentioned but not very great man, -to review his
ground, but whether he will have the courage to avow and
act up to his convictions is doubtful.

August 23, Thursday. Seward is full, arranging for the
excursion to Chicago. Wants General Grant and Admiral
Farragut should be of the party, especially through Phil-
adelphia, where he apprehends there may be trouble. I
have little apprehensions of mischief in Philadelphia, but
in these reckless and violent times some rash and ruffianly